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Many of you heard about HADES at
the Kansas City meeting in May. For
those of you who did not or who
would appreciate a reminder, the
following is a record of its creation
and progress.

For those who discovered HADES
during its soft roll out…it has been
the best “rabbit hole” ever! In
collaboration with the University of
Wisconsin’s Digital Collections
(UWDC), HADES is a database
created from advertisements
collected during Ebling Library's
Transformation Project (2015-2017).
The majority of Ebling’s print journals
(1923-2007) were moved to
consortium libraries or to off-site
storage, the bulk were to be
recycled, as a digital copy was
available through a vendor's
database. 

Micaela Sullivan-Fowler, Head of
Rare Books and Special Collections
at Ebling, recognized that
advertisements were usually not part
of the digital copy and she, colleague
Amanda Lambert, and a handful of
students removed the
advertisements from each journal,
Amanda began scanning the ads
during COVID and, with the help of
UWDC’s Jill Kambs, Karen Rattunde,
Steven Dast and the ebb and flow of
students, Tori Salaba, Leslie
Sabakinu, Amanda Fowler, Sally
Eberlein, and Alicia Thone, Micaela’s
HADES dream eventually came true.

Announcing HADES:
Health Advertisements
Database from Ebling
Sources 

HADES consists of advertisements
from health sciences journals
covering the disciplines of medicine,
nursing, pharmacy, hospital
management, laboratory
management, and the allied health
sciences from 1923 to 2007. From
small quarter page ads to full page
drug ads, which often include the
pharmaceutical indications, these
advertisements offer a window into
the clinical, social, economic,
political, historical, legal, and cultural
aspects of health care for several
decades. 

Offering a lens into the evolution of
various specialties, like surgery,
anesthesiology, gynecology, public
health, infectious diseases,
pathology and obstetrics, the
advertisements also represent the 
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evolution of the technology used to
produce the type and illustrations.
From hand lettering to typewriter
fonts to computer generated
typefaces, graphic images abound.

From commissioned artist paintings
for pharmaceutical companies, to
high end photographic images, the
researchers can see the visual
culture representing, for example,
the evolving portrayal of practitioners
and patients within the health care
setting. 

The textual promotion of a drug,
technology, surgical suture, or
laboratory rat chow inevitably
anchors itself in the era it is created
in – for example, the WWII era ads
for penicillin include images and
reference to military language and
events, making the advertising
“copy” as revealing as the images
themselves. Ads were optically
character recognized so the
collection itself can be searched with
a basic word-like suture or Lilly and
the copy can be searched via the
Search Within Text function.

HADES is a multiyear project, and
the batches of ads, designated by
journal title, now number over 21,000
searchable images online. Go,
discover…and please address
questions about the original print
advertisements or research uses to:
Micaela.sullivan-fowler@wisc.edu. 

Micaela Sullivan-Fowler 
Head of Marketing & Special
Communications, Curator & History
of the Health Sciences Librarian
Ebling Library for the Health
Sciences
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Happy Retirement,
Micaela!

Micaela Sullivan-Fowler, MS, MA,
would like us to know that she is
retiring from UW-Madison’s Ebling
Library’s Rare Books & Special
Collections in mid-December 2024. 

She has been a member of
LAMPHHS (formerly ALHHS) since
1998, invited by the late but never
forgotten Joan Van Echtenkamp
Klein. Annual conference
awesomeness, presentations,
officerships, awards (all the offices
and 3 times local arrangements
maven) ensued. Micaela loves, truly
loves LAMPHHS and all the
colleagues she has made into
lifelong friends, and looks forward to
visiting many of you when she finally
finds and renovates a 1967 Bambi
Air Stream RV. You will not be rid of
her professionally either – still a lot
to be done in the history of health
care / rare book world. Her email
Micaela.sullivan-fowler@wisc.edu
should remain viable after the new
year. Stay in touch!
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